INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS
5.   Trlchosanthes cueumerma Linn. 8p, PL (1753)  1008.
plate 444B,
Annual, monoecious; stems 3,6-4.5 m. long, blender, furrowed,
slightly hany or subglabrous, leafy. Tenth lib 2-3- (usually 3-) fid.
Leaves 5-12.5 cm. long, usually a hltlo bioadei than long, orbicular-
leniform or bioadly ovate, distantly denticulate, more or less deeply
5- (rarely 3-7-) lobed, the lobes broad, acute, glabious or nearly so
above, moie or less pubescent, or, when old sometimes scabnd
beneath, base deeply cordate, the sinus often subtectangulai, petioles
2,5-7,5 cm. long, stnate, pubescent. Male flowers in axillary racemes,
with*sometimes a solitary male flowei from the same axil as the
raceme; peduncles of the racemes 5-15 cm. long, slender, striate,
beaiing 8-15 flowers near the apex; pedieelb pubeiulous, 8-20 mm*
long, bracts 0, Calyx-tube dilated at the apex, 2-2.5 cm* long,
about 3 mm. wide al the mouth; teeth shoit, acutely triangular.
Petals white, 10 mm. long, lanceolate-oblong, laciniate at the apex.
Female flowers axillary, solitary, or occasionally a female flower in
the same axil as the male peduncle; peduncles of female flowers 3-16
mm* long. Fruit 2.5-7.5 cm. long, ovoid-fusiform, tapering at both
ends and with a long sharp beak, green and striped with white when
immature, scarlet when ripe; pericarp thin. Seeds semi*ellipsoid,
compressed, mgulose, surrounded with red pulp.
Dutribution    Throughout India, Ceylon, Malay Peninsula,—Malaya, N. Australia,
The plant is used in bronchitis.—The root is cathartic; cures
bronchitis, headache, boils.—The leaves are good for biliousness,—
The fruit is bitter, hot, pungent; laxative, antipyretic, alexiteric,
stomachic; allays thirst, asthma; cures biliousness, bronchitis, itching,
leucoderma, diseases of the blood, burning sensation, leprosy, ulcers,
erysipelas, eye diseases, " tridosha",—The oil cures bronchitis
(Aytirveda).
The plant is a cardiac tonic, general tonic, alterative, antipyretic,
useful for boils and intestinal worms.
In Bombay, the plant has a reputation as a febrifuge; it is given
in decoction \ritih ginger, chiretta and honey. In the Konkan, the

